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Call for Abstracts - Please submit by Monday, September 15th, 2014. 

Candidates will be notified regarding the status of their submissions by 

Friday October 3, 2014.  

 
“Shared Prosperity for Health and Well-Being: A Collaborative 

Dialogue between Business and Public Health” 
 

December 4-5, 2014 

Sheraton Airport Hotel  

7551 Westminster Hwy, Richmond, BC  

 
The Public Health Association of British Columbia is hosting its annual conference for 

2014, with the theme of Shared Prosperity for Health and Well-Being: A Collaborative 

Dialogue between Business and Public Health.  The conference has a particular focus on 

how public health leaders and the private or business sector can partner around the 

mission of creating the conditions for health and well-being for all.  

 

The field of public health is endeavoring to build productive collaborations with the 

private sector and there are some key examples of success in this area that this conference 

wants to highlight and learn from.  PHABC recognizes that the private sector is primarily 

oriented to building profitable enterprises, and that for successful collaborations between 

public health and business to work, there needs to be ‘win-win’ outcomes, where public 

health goals are met, while at the same time, innovation and opportunities for profit are 

realized.  There are, of course, obvious tensions and the potential for conflict in building 

these relationships, but for this conference we will be pursuing a positive approach that 

looks to develop successful partnerships and focuses on how to make such collaborations 

work. 

 

This conference recognizes the complexities of a shared prosperity agenda and attempts 

to bring stakeholders together that have much to learn from each other and have great 
potential for collaborative work that benefits the health and wellness of the working 
population, their families, communities and society as a whole.  We are proposing to 

hold a collaborative dialogue between the public health and business communities to 

promote learning on both sides about the goals and aims of each group.  The conference 

goal is to facilitate an engaging and respectful conversation about shared goals and major 

areas of difference.  This conference is based on the premise that to reconcile differences 

and find a way to move forward on a common agenda for shared prosperity and the 

reduction of social inequalities that lead to unnecessary inequalities of health outcomes 
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for certain individuals and groups in our population, we need to understand each other 

better and learn more about the basis for each group's position.  We also understand that 

the argument against extreme social and economic inequality and how it impacts health 

cannot rest exclusively on arguments about values and social justice.  To engage the 

business sector, we need to explore together the trade-offs and potential synergies 

between addressing social inequality and climate change while sustaining the economy, 

enhancing opportunities for profit, and creating a positive atmosphere for businesses to 

grow and prosper. 

Purpose: 
To use the conference as a forum for deliberative dialogue and the respectful exchange of 

ideas, in order to build mutual understanding between the public health community and 

the business community about the challenges facing a shared prosperity agenda as a basis 

for concerted action to improve health equity and a vibrant, sustainable economy. 

 
Objectives 

1. To educate the Public Health community in BC about the importance and benefits of 

working with the business community to promote health and reduce social inequality that 

leads to poor health outcomes for certain individuals and groups in the population. 

 

2. To share evidence on the benefits, challenges, successes and failures of public health-

private sector collaborations in achieving the mutual goals of both sectors. 

 

3. To develop public health competencies in working intersectorally with the business 

sector. 

 

4. To contribute to the emerging dialogue about the importance of shared prosperity by 

bringing the link between social inequality and health inequality more explicitly into the 

discussion. 

 

5. To engage the public in a deliberative dialogue between the Public Health and business 

communities about the benefits and challenges of a shared prosperity agenda in relation 

to promoting a sustainable economy and opportunities for profitable business 

development. 

 

6. To provide a forum for respectful dialogue about the more controversial 

recommendations for addressing health and social inequities and climate change (e.g., 

progressive income/wealth taxation, pollution/carbon taxes and social investments such 

as infrastructure, education, healthcare), and an opportunity for people from the private 

sector to present alternative approaches and policy solutions. 

 

7. To provide opportunities for establishing networks, linkages, and partnerships between 

the Public Health and business sectors for addressing key Public Health goals and the 

emerging Shared Prosperity Agenda of business. 
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Conference Questions 
 

1. What is the appropriate role for the governments in reducing poverty, 

inequities and climate degradation while ensuring a sustainable economy? 

There is some agreement that governments should be responsible for some level 

of social investment in areas such as infrastructure, early childhood development, 

education and skills training and in poverty reduction.  But these investments 

require increased revenues.  Where should these come from: Endowment funds 

from natural resources? User fees on roads and bridges? Taxes on the incomes, 

estates or capital of the extremely wealthy? Pollution, carbon taxes? Taxes on 

other negative externalities such as tobacco, alcohol, sugar?  

2. What can the business community do to reduce poverty, inequity and climate 

change? How can we build a sustainable and equitable economy in the face of 

zero or negative growth, global warming and natural resource depletion? 

Much progress is already being made by the business sector. Many businesses 

now operate with a triple bottom line – people, planet, profits. They may pay a 

living wage, be a cooperative, have profit- or revenue- sharing programs, have 

healthy workplace policies, green policies, and community social, cultural, 

environmental and sports programming.. 

Can these innovations be incentivized and spread? 

3. How can public health and the business community work together to reduce 

poverty, inequities and climate change? 

Audience and Additional Themes 
You may not feel that your work fits neatly into the conference theme or addresses the 

questions above.  We are still interested in your work and invite broad participation from 

members of both the business and public health communities.  Thus, we will consider 

additional areas of focus for abstract submissions. 

 

The Business Community: We encourage submissions from members of the business 

community (academics, students, managers, business owners, executives, business 

associations, etc.) who are doing innovative work that involves collaborations with other 

sectors and that addresses issues of social responsibility with broad public health 

implications.  Abstracts can be either research or practice-based, including case examples 

of innovative programs.  

 

The Public Health Community:  We also encourage submissions from public health 

professionals (practitioners, decision makers, students, academics) in all the public health 

disciplines who work at all levels in the system.  To facilitate participation through 

solicited scientific abstracts, since many public health practitioners and researchers may 

not currently be collaborating with the business sector, the conference will also include 

an “open” abstract submission on any public health topic.  
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Conference Format 

Presentations 
 Plenary sessions to stimulate thinking about the conference theme 

 Workshops to build skills and strategies 

 Oral presentations to present findings related to the conference theme and sub-

themes 

 Poster presentations to present findings related to the conference theme and sub-

themes 

 Facilitated World Café discussions to stimulate reflection and feedback related to 

the conference theme and sub-themes 

 Annual meeting of the Public Health Association of BC  

 Community event aimed at engaging the public 

 

Based on the restricted opportunities for oral presentations, we strongly encourage 

applicants to consider structuring their proposals, particularly if they are practice-based 

research, around the poster format or the World Café discussion format. The conference 

will provide opportunities for ‘rapid-fire’ poster presentations where selected posters are 

highlighted and presenters will have a short opportunity to introduce their posters to an 

audience.  In addition, there will be organized poster ‘walk-abouts’, designed to structure 

maximum interaction with the presenters and their work. 

 

As a part of the PHABC Conference, a World Café session has been proposed to allow 

for the facilitation of in-depth discussion in relation to “Shared Prosperity for Health and 

Well-Being.” The World Café session has been scheduled for 1.5 hours on December the 

5th.  Tables will be set up with a maximum of 15 participants per table.  Participants will 

spend 30 minutes per table and will be able to rotate through three tables total during the 

session. 

 

By submitting an abstract for this World Café session, please indicate how you would 

lead a 30-minute in-depth discussion – what your key question, theme or issue would be 

– and how you would engage a small number of participants and build upon shared ideas 

with each table rotation.  It is suggested that approximately 5-10 minutes be spent setting 

the stage for discussion with the remaining time for participant interaction and feedback. 

 

World Café sessions can be used as a means of helping with brainstorming, exploratory 

or evaluative processes.  It would be excellent to have a variety of research, theory, 

programs and practice represented in the Cafe from a local, national and global 

perspective. 

 

There are also a limited number of Workshops from 2:45 – 4:15pm on December 5th. 

These workshops are intended to be an opportunity to discuss a particular topic either 

related to the main conference theme or to another issue of public health importance.  The 

intent is to discuss the issue in detail and/ or to build skills or resources. 
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Abstract Submission Requirements 
Please specify in your abstract submission what presentation format(s) you are applying 

for (you can apply to more than one format): 

 

 Oral presentation (15 minutes + question and answer) 

 Poster presentation 

 World Café facilitated discussion (2X 35 minutes) 

 Workshop (1.5 hours)  

 

Evaluation Criteria 
Due to limited space and the need for the most relevant and highest quality program, the 

Conference Program Committee (CPC) has outlined several criteria by which the quality 

and relevance of abstracts submitted will be judged. 

1. Action: Abstracts that not only emphasize, but also outline how they have, or 

intend to address ‘action’ in relation to the theme of the Conference will be 

judged as more relevant. 

2. Innovation: While the CPC will consider familiar interventions and approaches, it 

encourages new ideas and new modes of action be presented in order to foster 

debate and dialogue about the most promising ways forward. 

3. Partnerships, Collaboration and Intersectorality: We are particularly interested in 

novel and successful attempts to involve consumers, community members, 

multiple sectors, multiple levels of government, community-university 

partnerships and other forms of collaboration aimed at addressing health inequity. 

4. Assets and Strengths: The CPC encourages submission of abstracts related to a 

variety of public health approaches to addressing the Conference themes or other 

important public health issues.  We are particularly interested in approaches that 

explicitly focus on reservoirs of strength and resilience, even in the most 

disadvantaged communities, as ‘assets’ for health. 

 

GUIDELINES: Limit of 250 words. Please submit your abstract electronically to 

staff@phabc.org.  

 

ABSTRACT DEADLINE: Monday September 15th, 2014 at 5:00 pm. 

mailto:staff@phabc.org

