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Let’s Talk About:
1. Me!
2. The District of Port Hardy
3. Local Government Tools: 

OCPs, Committees, Zoning Bylaws, and 
Networking/Education

4. Why should councils care about food security?



Jessie Hemphill: Local Food Lover!

Supporting local food & food security is 
easy when you know first hand how 
delicious, convenient, and rewarding it is 
to grow/harvest your own food! 



I was elected to the District of Port Hardy’s 
council in 2011, the youngest woman and first 

person from a local First Nation, ever – and was 
just re-elected to a second term



• ~4,000 residents

• Northern tip of Vancouver 
Island, “Where the Highway 
Ends and Adventure 
Begins!”

• Traditionally a fishing, 
logging and mining town

• 3 hours north of the nearest 
city, Campbell River 
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Port Hardy’s path to legal backyard chickens



Official 
Community 

Plans
“An official community plan is a 
local govt. bylaw that provides 
objectives and policies to guide 
decisions on planning and land 

use management within the 
area covered by the plan” 

BC Climate Action Toolkit

We all have to do OCPs, and 
they tend to be a lot better 

with more community 
involvement



Port Hardy’s 
2011 OCP 
Review

• WAY more of a focus on 
sustainability than previous 
OCPs

• Defined Food Security as:

“Access by all people at all times 
to enough food for an active, 

healthy life. Food security 
includes at a minimum: ready 

availability of nutritionally 
adequate foods; and, an assured 

ability to acquire acceptable 
foods in socially acceptable 

ways.”



New Food Security section in OCP:
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Committees
• All councils have 

committees and advisory 
groups – these groups can 
focus on food security

• Port Hardy formed a 
Sustainability Committee 
after the OCP update

• This committee allowed for 
more time to discuss the 
pros of cons of things like 
backyard chickens and 
community gardens
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Zoning Bylaws

“A Bylaw to Regulate the Location 
and Use of Buildings and Structures 
and the Use of Land, Including the 

Surface of Water.”

Port Hardy Zoning Bylaw

Zoning bylaws are the most 
powerful tool for regulating what
can happen where in your town –

including community gardens, 
urban agriculture, whether or not 

you can keep bees, etc.



Port Hardy’s 2013 Zoning Bylaw Review

It was very tough to get council to agree to 
legalize backyard chickens and mason bees, but 
in the end, with community support, we got 
what we wanted! (Though I may have been 
called “the chicken lady” by my fellow 
councillors more than once, and this gift was 
tacked behind my council chair)



Food Security changes in the 
new Zoning Bylaw:

 Legalized backyard hens

 Legalized the sale of produce from 
residential lots

 Allowed people to have mason bees 
(though not honeybees, yet)

 Created a new zone, “Rural 
Residential” to encourage home 
steading



Networking & 
Education

Above:  Food 
Connections 2013 in 
Deep Bay

Left: A Community 
Supported Agriculture 
(CSA) program in the 
Cowichan Valley, part of 
UBCM’s 2012 study tour
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